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What is
Phonics?

» Children begin So learn
phonics (sounds) in early
gears, discriminating
etween sounds in rursery
and linking these to
letters in reception.

» Once children begin
learning sounds, these
sounds are used orally to
identify and make words.
They will then begin to
learn the letters which
make each of the sounds
and these are used to
read and spell words.
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What is the Phonics
Screening Check?

2019 national curriculum assessments
Key stage 1 sut

Phonics screening check
Pupils” materials
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Contents of the
Screening Check

Section |

The words in section | will have a variety of simple

word structures (for example CVC, VCC, CCVC and

cvce)

using:

> single letters (a, b, ¢, d, e, f, g, h, I, j, k, L, m, n,
o, p, gw), r, s, t, u, v, w, x,”y,” 2)

> some consonant digraphs (ch, ck, ff, ll, ng, sh, ss,
th, zz

> frequent and consistent vowel digraphs (ar, ee, oi,
00,0r

Section 2

The words in section 2 will have a variety of more
complex word structures (for example CCVCC, CCCVC,
CCCVCC and two syllable words) with some:

» additional consonant digraphs (ph, wh)

> less frequent and consistent vowel digraphs,
including split digraphs (a-e, ai, au, aw, ay, ea,
e-e, er, ew,

> i-e, le, ir, oa, o-e, ou, ow, oy, ue, u-e, wr)

> trigraphs (air, igh).
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What happens during the test?

The test contains 40 words. Each child will sit one-to-one and read each word aloud to a
teacher. The test will take approximately 10 minutes per child, although all children are

different and will complete the check at their own pace. The list of words the children read
is a combination of 20 real words and 20 pseudo words (nonsense words).




Pseudo Words (Nonsense or Alien

Words)

> The pseudo words will be shown to your child with a
picture of an alien. This provides the children with a
context for the pseudo word which is independent from
any existing vocabulary the% may have. Pseudo words are
included because they will be néw to all pupils; they do
not favour children with a good vocabulary knowledge or
visual memory of words.

> The check is not about passing or failing but checking
appropriate progress is bein
made children do not reach the required standard,
then thé class teacher will be in
touch to discuss plans and oﬁer additional, tailored
support to ensure that your criild
can catch up. Children” progress at different speeds so not
reaching the threshold
score does not necessarily mean there is a serious
problem. Your child will re-sit the
check the following summer term.
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taLr > By the end of the summer term all schools must report
edch child's fFesults to their

parents. Theg will also confirm if the child has met the

standard threshold. Children

who do not achieve the expected. level will retake the test

when they are in Year

T
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How are the
results wsed?
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y How can I help
my child at

home?

> Play lots of sound and listening games with
your child.

> Read as much as possible to and with your
child - additional information sheet on” ‘Moving
through the new Phohics Reading Scheme
%’YLaLLq.bLe on the school website (Curriculum:
onics

> Encourage and praise - talk about the phonemes
they have blended correctly, have another look
at ﬁLe other phonemes togefher.

> Be detectives - hunt for digraphs and trigraphs
in words before reading them.

> If your child is struggling to decode a word,
Relp them by encourdaging them to say each
sound in thé word Efrom. ?eft to right. Use the
chop and blend action as“you do” this.

> Syllables - additional information sheet about
the importance of these and how to identify
them, available on the school website
(Curriculum: Phonics

> lend th ds b inting t h , e.g.
JeP T EaE R ped, Pel T g ee e bgdh,
Next move your finger under the whole word as
you say it.

> Discuss the meaning of words if your child does
not know what they hdve read.
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